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OUR LAVENDER | FROMTHE EDITOR 


Here’s a question you might be wondering: 
Why do we publish our Spring issues in the 
Winter? 

It’s interesting that people would think that 
if we’re supposed to be in the theme of an issue 
relative to the actual season of the year. How- 
ever, we always like to plan ahead, and Febru- 
ary is a great time to think about what to do in 
March, April, and May. 

This was not a question I get from you... 
but, I always wondered myself the reasoning 
for publishing ideas ahead of the season. 

It was one of those questions that have 
come up in the past year. After all, this issue 
marks a year since I became Lavender Maga- 
zine’s Managing Editor. 

This has been quite the learning experi- 
ence. No one starts a position thinking they 
can change everything in the first 24 hours on 
the job. It takes weeks, months, even years to 
master it. I accept these challenges and learn 
from each one the best I can. 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela M Petersen Agency LLC 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


A Year Later... 


BY RANDY STERN 


However, my vision for the editorial part of 
this magazine continues to grow and cultivate. 
One of my goals was to give the communities 
outside of the Twin Cities a greater voice. The 
Small Town and Community Pride issue from 
last May was a huge step towards doing so. I 
was happy to see how much of an impact that 
made on the communities we featured in that 
issue. 

Still, there is more we can - and will - do. 
More stories to tell. More communities to 
reach. More people we need to profile in this 
magazine. 

Right now, what you need is to be enter- 
tained. You need to support the arts. You need 
new visions and perspectives. This issue has 
just a sampling of it all! 

We start off with “The Prom,” now playing 
at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre for a limited 
engagement. Then, we present the fashion styl- 
ings of Shimmer and Nomi — all works of art. 
You can laugh along with local comedian Mag- 
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gie Farris. 

Then, there's more theater! Take in great 
production up in Duluth at the Playhouse. Or, 
see *RuPaul Drag Race" stars Trixie Mattel and 
Katya perform here in Minneapolis. 

With Valentine's Day just a few days away, 
we have a few gift suggestions for your very 
significant other. Or, if you're solo on that day, 
curl up and read a book from Е.В. Boatner's 
selections in this issue. 

Not everything has to be in the right month 
for the right season. You can do so much now 
to prepare for the upcoming months ahead. 
Such as buying a ticket to the theatre or a show. 
Be a patron of the arts. You can indulge in a 
piece of couture before you hit the charity ball 
circuit. Or, all of the above! 

After a year of being your humble Manag- 
ing Editor, all I can say is “thank you” for your 
support. Let's keep it going, shall we? 8 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


“Hairspray” - Timeless To Us 


From the first burst of “Good Morning, Balti- 
more" to the final bedazzled strains of “You Can't 
Stop the Beat,” the Orpheum was a-roar, recently, 
with the gleeful din of Hairspray, the crowd re- 
sponding with energy rivaling the cast's. 

Once again, Nicki Metcalf, as irrepressible, 
plus-sized teen, Tracy Turnblad, chafing under 
the watchful eye of ur-mother-hen Edna, played 
by the equally irrepressible and stentorian An- 
drew Levitt, pleads, “Mama, I'm a Big Girl Now,” 
determined one day to break free and dance with 
chosen teens on TV on the Corny Collins Show, 
(whites only, except the once-amonth “Negro 
Day"...this is 1962 Baltimore). 

While a comedy, Hairsprays themes embrace 
racism, body shaming, wealth elitism, bullying, 
and, of course, gender. Edna's role was always 
written for a male actor, and as Levitt (aka Nina 
West) has said, “I’m just a big о? man in a dress, 
and I celebrate that." 

It's interesting in a world where drag queens 
who read stories to little kids have come under 
the censure of vocal, aggressive groups posing 
far more danger. After all, most of us grew up sur- 
rounded by drag artists including Warner's Bugs 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Bunny (who introduced grand opera to many), or 
Klinger, a-swish in М.А.5.Н., or Tony Curtis's Jo- 
sephine and Jack Lemmon's Daphne in Wilder's 
Some Like It Hot in 1959. A decade later, there 
were drag queens at Stonewall, bringing reality 
to action. 

Drag performances started as early as 1783 
among the (then all-male) Harvard University 
students, when budding poet James Russell Low- 
ell donned skirts, while on December 13, 1844, 
'The Hasty Pudding Club's first drag theatrical, 
the "tragic burlesque" Bombastes Furioso, in 
which Distaffina displayed *a low neck and short 
sleeves." 

The original Hairspray was written and direct- 
ed by Baltimorian John Waters in 1988. Aimed at 
a broader audience than earlier, edgier works, it 
received Waters's sole PG rating. It starred Ricki 
Lake as Tracy, Divine as mama Edna, and includ- 
ed Debbie Harry, Sonny Bono, and Jerry Stiller. 

'The film's 2002 adaptation as a Broadway mu- 
sical went on to win eight Tony Awards, includ- 
ing Best Musical in 2003, and a second film, an 
adaptation of that stage adaptation, was released 
in 2007. 


Essentially, where there have been men, there 
has been drag, though this is not the moment for 
an exhaustive century-spanning study. And drag, 
in the persona of Edna Turnblad, is not the sole 
reason for the play's popularity. As seen on the 
Orpheum stage and elsewhere, it is Hairspray’s 
heady blend of joy, hope, and energy tackling 
concrete issues of racism, body-shaming, and the 
right to pursue individual happiness that charm. 
Still, the role of Edna Turnblad, always intended 
to be played by a man, may be considered a linch- 
pin. All of the yearnings in all of the disaffected 
and excluded young people are realized in Edna 
and husband Wilbur's duet, *(You're) Timeless to 
Me.” 

Alone together onstage, away from the oth- 
ers’ teeming energy, Edna, the frumpy housewife 
who once yearned to be a clothing designer, and 
Wilbur, who runs a joke shop, sing their love to 
one another. Their kind of love song; sly, raunchy, 
straight from the heart. 

In 2002, Hairspray was selected by the Library 
of Congress for preservation in the United States 
National Film Registry as being “culturally, his- 
torically, or aesthetically significant." 8 
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| EAT THE MENU 


Flower Power 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


After last night, I know another good reason 
how St. Paul’s premier dining stretch, Grand 
Avenue, earns its name. “Grand” is the perfect 
descriptor of the dining experience a pal and I 
enjoyed at Hyacinth, a café that punches way 
above the weight of its real estate—at 40 seats, 
tiny even by the standards of NYC, where 
chef/patron Ricky Giambruno gained his cu- 
linary cred. 


Those 40 seats were filled all night by—it seems—knowing locals, 
who conspired to keep this neighborhood gem a secret from me for over 
four years (or so ГЇЇ try to prove when I sue them). Its simple white 
walls that soar to a high ceiling require no fancy décor to draw attention 
from the cadre of cooks visible behind a row of bar stools, and there's 
no throbbing Muzak to render conversationalists mute. It's simply about 
the food—presented on a menu sheet not much larger than a bookmark. 

The list, honoring the chef's Italian heritage and stint in Brooklyn, 
leads off with an assembly of antipasti ($8-12)—shareable all. Begin with 
homemade flatbread or, our choice, farinata di ceci—a thin, supple round 
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of carbs born of chickpea flour, enhanced with sesame, nutty cheese, 
and subtle spices. Definitely a signature starter. 

The flatbread, however, serves as a sturdy yet yielding base for sev- 
eral crostini renditions—chicken liver with shallot marmalade or, our 
choice, generously laden with tender, sweet butternut squash, even 
sweeter bits of roasted apple, nutty and creamy Adarre cheese, and a 
balancing crunch of pepita seeds. Comfort food at its finest. 

The app list continues with roasted cabbage, bagna cauda style; an 
inventive beet salad (just when you think you've tried every possible ren- 
dition) and, our choice, a celery salad. It’s composed of crunchy celeriac 


орын әзүү AQ sojoud lunoong :әбюд әџѕоаао בוסנס ססכן‎ әрошәѕпоң ‘ISNA 


partnered with pears, sweet-savory candied walnuts, а subtle, creamy 
blue cheese and a sharply astringent sherry vinaigrette. 

On to the short list of primi: bucatini, fusilli and tagliatelle ($18 small 
but generous enough for sharing, or $28 meal-size). Do order the buca- 
tini, or you'll miss out on one of life's primo pleasures. These husky but 
supple noodles come dressed simply in cheese and pepper—no hot-dog 
kitchen tricks needed. The cheese is strongly nutty and sweet-savory, 
and the fresh, fresh pepper bursts bear a welcome, sweet-hot bite. A sim- 


ple-as-it-comes dish like this succeeds or fails upon the character is its 
ingredients and the timing of the kitchen. This one's decidedly a winner. 

Our order of tagliatelle carbonara delivered to us tender, thin and lis- 
some noodles, but the dish's standard bacony lardons, cheese and egg 
may have been tossed on too early because they formed a stodgy instead 
of a simply rich and creamy sauce. 

Three choices ($2838) vie for your vote as secondi: a vegetarian ri- 
sotto heralding shiitakes and hazelnuts; a lamb duo of roasted loin and 
braised shoulder served with chickpeas and almonds (sounds intrigu- 
ing and certainly unusual, right?); and our choice, orange-glazed pork 
short ribs paired with oranges, radish and peanuts. The fat-kissed meat 
proved succulent indeed and gladly yielded to our forks. Oranges with it, 
fine—also maybe peanuts, as well as slices of raw radishes—a somewhat 
jarring novelty. 

I wish we'd had room for dessert, but I'll know better next time: 
panna cotta, siringate (sort of an Italian take on churros) and chocolate 
semifreddo, all $10. We began our feast with cocktails (mine, a Logan 
Roy composed of orange-infused scotch with spiced vermouth, my com- 
panion's a classic Old Fashioned ($14 each). Wines BTG are mostly Ital- 
ian and Californian, $13/20). Parking is a challenge in this neighbor- 
hood, but we lucked out with a spot just steps from the welcoming front 
door—a very good omen, indeed. 8 
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“The Prom” is taking the main 
stage at Chanhassen Dinner The- 
atres from February 10-June 10 


Written by Chad Beguelin and Bob Martin, The 
Prom first opened in Atlanta, Georgia, in 2016, offi- 
cially making its debut on Broadway in 2018. Since 
then, The Prom has been made into a movie by 
Ryan Murphy on Netflix and has received six Tony 
nominations. Now, it’s coming to the main stage of 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. 


Continued on page 14 
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From February 10 through June 10, The Prom, directed by Michael Brindisi, will star Monty 
Hays as Emma Nolan and Maya Richardson as Alyssa Greene. 

In The Prom, a group of Broadway stars visit a small town in Indiana to support Emma and 
Alyssa, whose school won’t let them go to prom together because they are both girls. 

“This musical will resonate with you no matter who you are or how you identify, but this musi- 
cal has the story and the music and the heart that can really connect with those who may not be 
out yet or are possibly out but not super proud of who they are due to circumstances that are out 
of their control,” Hays says. “Coming out is a bumpy ride, and I am so thankful for the influx of 
media that has been released over the last few years about young people’s coming out stories. The 
Prom is meant to make the audience feel like they belong.” 

Hays and Richardson, who both identify as LGBTQ, agree that The Prom serves a critical role 
in showcasing the lives, joy, and experiences of young LGBTQ people. 

“I love that The Prom is so silly and joy focused. More often than not, representation pieces 
tend to focus on the trauma of the LGBTQ+ experience, and this one puts a lot of emphasis on the 
joy of it all. It definitely doesn’t take itself too seriously. The Prom might make you cry, but mostly 
because your heart is so warm,” Richardson says. 

Hays adds: “If I had known what The Prom was when I was growing up thinking I was a cis 
girl lesbian, I would have felt significantly more secure and seen in the theater space. Through- 
out middle school, I stopped doing theater almost entirely because I had felt too ‘gay’ to play 
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any young female role. It felt like there was a 
wall blocking me from relating and connecting 
to the other girls in casting calls and it would 
make me doubt myself and my identity, or ask 
myself why I couldn’t sing ‘Let Me Entertain 
You’ as convincingly as the rest of the group. 
Seeing a young, queer girl share her joyous 

yet terrifying and life-changing journey on 


a big stage would have done wonders for 
thirteen-year-old Monty.” 

So far, Richardson says that their favor- 
ite part of performing in The Prom is see- 
ing their friends’ glow while they perform. 
For Hays, it’s being able to work alongside 
fellow LGBTQ actors from different gen- 
erations. 

“What The Prom does so beautifully 
and almost effortlessly is seam together 
the big and unabashed Broadway world 
and the style of the traditional musical 
comedy with a story that’s a little more 
contained, both geographically and musi- 

cally, which I think is so interesting and 
wonderful,” Hays says. 
“I think a musical that showcases radical 


acceptance and joy in the face of violence is 
one of the greatest forms of rebellion,” Rich- 
ardson adds. “Joy is something that will never 
be taken from marginalized communities. Joy 
is rebellious and radical, and so is The Prom!!!” 


And the joy goes far beyond the characters 


themselves. “Неге is a heartwarming fun fact - 
Tod Peterson (Barry) has known Monty Hays 
(Emma Nolan) since Monty was practically a 
baby,” Richardson says. “The electric connec- 
tion you'll see between them on stage is rooted 
in years of a beautiful friendship. How perfect 
is that?!" 


Hays says that shows like The Prom could 


be life-changing for young LGBTQ viewers. 


“Having a musical that discusses LGBTQ+ 


issues outside of blatant homophobia, such 
as LGBTQ+ homelessness and home instabil- 
ity and cherry-picking Bible verses is a huge 
step for not only the Broadway world but for 
mainstream media as well. Approximately 40 
percent of the homeless youth population in 
America identifies with the LGBTQ+ and expe- 
rience mental health struggles as well as self- 
harm, and I think if The Prom is accessible to 
the younger demographic, it could help them 
feel significantly less alone and most impor- 
tantly, safe and protected," they say. 


Richardson concludes that The Prom is for 


"anyone with a heartbeat. But especially the 
kid sitting in the audience who stays awake 
at night wondering if they are enough. (They 
are)." 


For more information and to purchase tick- 


ets to The Prom, visit www.chanhassendt.com/ 
theprom. Ё 
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by PEARL CLEAGE 
directed by NICOLE A. WATSON 


Now - March 12 


612.377.2224 
guthrietheater.org 


Minneapolis 


jdhoyts.com 
(612) 338-1560 


The Guthrie Theater presents an Alley Theatre production of 


Born With 
Teeth 


by LIZ DUFFY ADAMS 
directed by ROB MELROSE 


March 4 = April 2 
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Is “Tougher Than aHoneybee” 


BY ANALISE PRUNI 


“To me being gay is a lot like being left-handed... It’s similar 
in the fact that there's not as many of us, we're just like ev- 
eryone else, we just scissors different." Laughter rings out in 
the background as local comedian Maggie Faris delivers a line 
from her latest comedy album "Tougher Than a Honeybee". 


Born and raised in the Twin Cities, Maggie has been doing stand-up comedy for more than 20 
years. Named “опе of the funniest lesbians in America" by Curve Magazine and winner of The Ad- 
vocate's national search for the "next funniest queer comedian," Maggie's star has been on the rise. 

She attributes her start to her *quick-witted family" and considered herself funny long before 
she ever got up on stage. 

“Му family really brought that out; I grew up with very boisterous and loud [family] and you 
had to be loud and obnoxious and witty to be heard,” she said. “And at school, too, it was a lot 
easier to make friends if you're jokey and have fun." 

The first standup act she ever performed was at a comedy club her sister worked at. 

“I did the open mic there and I died a horrible death, I was awful, terrible," Maggie said. “Like 
not only did I not get any laughs, I got groans, it was ugly." 

Determined not to let a rough start keep her from the stage, she spent six months writing 
and rewriting her bit. She tried again at a different venue and this time drummed up a couple of 
laughs. 

Fast forward to her third and newest album, which was recorded in front of a sold-out crowd at 
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Sisyphus Brewing, and you'll find Maggie com- 
fortable and at ease during her act. 

An out lesbian, much of her current set 
intersects with her sexual orientation. At that 
very first open mic, however, she pitched 
gay jokes that she said had such a "horrible 
response" that she put that material back in 
the closet (pun intended) for nearly a decade. 
More than 20 years later she feels comfortable 
joking about her life, her sexuality and all the 
fair-use fodder that can be gleaned from the 
land of lesbians. 

"[ would say I'm a comic before I'm a gay 
comic,” she says. “I could still do this if I wasn't 
able to talk about gay stuff, but I like talking 
about gay stuff and I’m glad that we all can talk 
about it.” 

Speaking of “gay stuff,” Maggie touts what 
she calls a stereotypical coming out story. She 
went to St. Kate’s women’s college and when 
she met “lots of dykes there” she immediately 
wanted to hang out with them, and the rest is 
history. 

Things would’ve been different, she thinks, 
if she were coming out in 2023. “I think I 
would’ve come out earlier because there is so 
much representation. There was none when I 
was coming out.” 

Quintessential lesbian media (within the 
last 20 years) such as “The L Word” has un- 
doubtedly helped many a questioning queer 
view relate to something on screen that makes 
them feel seen. Which begged the question for 
Maggie ‘who did you love (from the show) and 
who do you hate?” 

“T liked Bette and Tina, who didn’t I like... 
Everybody had such a big crush on Shane, 
but I thought she was such a dick. Oh and that 
crazy one I can’t remember her name,” Maggie 
said referencing the ultimately doomed and 
outspoken Jenny Schecter. “I feel like it’s just 
so much more mainstream now you get gay 
characters everywhere, which is nice.” 

Digging into a little content from “Tougher 
Than a Honeybee” illuminates more than a few 
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classic LGBTQ stereotypes, but Maggie adds a couple more of her fa- 
vorites. 

“All lesbians love softball; lots of dykes play softball, or WNBA,” Mag- 
gie says. “We used to go to WNBA games and we called it ‘lesbian town 
hall,’ because you would just see everyone you knew.” 

She draws from all kinds of life experiences to create her act. That 
said, many artists prefer either one or the other when it comes to creat- 
ing versus performing. Maggie enjoys it all and if 20-plus years of per- 
forming means anything then she’s certainly meant to be on stage. 

“I love it and if I didn't love it, I would quit, because the business is 
ugly you know and it’s hard and it doesn’t pay enough” she says. “I think 
what’s shocking to me is that I like it year after year and it’s been this 
long.” 

Maggie recounts some of the ways she’s grown as a comedian since 
she first started in 1999. 

“Т really feel more comfortable talking about myself, my relationships 
and letting people in more. They say in comedy you have to be a charac- 
ter and be different than everyone else. A lot of times people will write 
the same jokes and people will steal jokes and things like that and when 
it's your personal story there's no worry about someone lifting it. Гуе 
grown as a comic doing that and I enjoy it because people get to know 
you better." 

Her success has not come without challenges and she's constantly 
working toward cultivating a larger fan base, selling more tickets and 
ultimately making more money. 

“Гуе always wanted to be creative as a career; to make enough money 
to sustain myself and not live in poverty, but I mean I still have to have a 
day job for the benefits and stuff like that," she adds. 

As for what's next, she's already working on fresh material with her 


fans on standby. In the meantime, you can come to a live act, purchase 
“Tougher Than a Honeybee” and follow her @extrememaggie on social 
media. 

“I love having queer people come out to shows and challenging me 
on things,” Maggie adds. “Sometimes I cross the line and say things I 
shouldn't say and I love that and I love discussing it and I love being part 
of the community. So, I think that there's a ton of people out there that 
enjoy comedy but don't necessarily come out so I would love for those 
people to come out and watch a show." ll 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 
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WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 
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Saturday, March 11 
The O'Shaughnessy 


STORE CREDIT 
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ТНК 2000 5 4th Ave 


ГА 
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efus 612.870.9300 


Tue-Sat: 10-6 . Sun: 11-6 
electricfetus.com 
Your local record store since 1968 
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Meet 


SHIMMER: 
p NOM 


Two Fashion Enthusiasts 
Minneséta’s Fashion Sci 


BY GABRIELLE Ё 


ping 
DER ma — 


Shimmer (Quinn Villagomez) and Nomi Badboy tapped into 
their love for fashion the way all emerging fashionistas do: by 
watching music videos from some of the most iconic singers of 
the past century. 


*We both love music. We both love pop culture and the glamor of it. We would grow up, and we 
would watch music videos. Christina Aguilera and Lil' Kim and Selena would always have these awe- 
some clothes and hair and makeup. It was so exciting," Quinn gushed. 

'The two explored their budding adoration for the fashion scene by embellishing each other's 
clothes with accessories such as feathers, bows, or rhinestones—donning stylish looks. 

In 2016, Minneapolis' own legend and icon, Prince, passed. After his death, the best friends knew 
they had to create an event that paid homage to his philanthropic spirit and brazen personality. Coordi- 
nating an event with the 10,000 Lakes or the Minnesota Vikings wouldn't do. 

The two reflected inward, deciding a fashion show was the perfect way to honor his Royal Badness. 
Yet, this fashion show wouldn't be any ordinary, restrictive fashion show abiding by strict guidelines 
permeating the current fashion atmosphere. No. This show would invite any interested guest looking 
to pay respect to Prince and exhibit their talent, to perform. 

“We believe in everyone. Everyone has an inner talent. Everyone has an inner love for what they 
do, and we thought through fashion, we could showcase that," Nomi said. 

“We are both trans women of color, and I think what is important about what Nomi and I do in the 
Twin Cities is so important because oftentimes the LGBTQIA2+ community, gender-nonconforming, 
non-binary identities and folx don't get those opportunities, especially as BIPOC people, women, [or] 
women of color. So being able to do this as trans women of color is so powerful," Shimmer said. 


The Purple Ones 

Shimmer and Nomi titled the fashion showcase "The Purple Ones." Shimmer admitted "The Purple 
Ones" began as a one-time-only show in October 2016, aiming to celebrate Prince's life. But after witnessing 
the positive impacts of the fashion show firsthand, they knew they had to bring the event back every year. 

"Prince was so magical, and he was a genius with his music. One thing I always said about Prince 
is that he could have lived anywhere in the world, but he chose to stay here in Minneapolis. He was 
not only a genius in his music, but he was dedicated to philanthropy and towards children in his work. 
I think that's why so many people love Prince to this day," Shimmer said. “Because һе did not aban- 
don the Twin Cities. He still embraced us even though he would travel all across the world with his 
concerts." 
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After Shimmer completed her thoughts, 
Nomi took a breath and launched into the utmost 
admiration for Shimmer. 

“She embraces the same essence Prince 
brought to Minnesota. She brings what Min- 
nesota is about, out. You [Shimer] bring people 
together, and you have a love for community. You 
don't see color, you don't see race, you don’t see 
detail that will different somebody from each 
other. You see humanity, you see love, you bring 
the best out in people," Nomi beamed about her 
best friend. 

To enter "The Purple Ones,” interested par- 
ticipants living in the Twin Cities submit their in- 
formation. Nomi and Shimmer capitalized on the 
inclusive nature of this show. Seasoned perform- 
ers, brand-new performers and anyone teetering 
in the middle of those two categories can submit 
to participate. 

“We give everyone an opportunity to fulfill 
their dreams on stage. We are breaking down 
barriers of letting queer and trans people be on 
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stage because you don’t see that a lot in fashion shows. You don’t see fashion shows that are created, 
curated and designed for trans people. Especially people of color and women of color or to be a de- 
signer or a model. It’s so powerful to see that here in the twin cities,” Shimmer said. 

The models pick a Prince song and tailor a garment around the song’s theme and their interpreta- 
tion of it. The contestants strut down the runway in front of seven judges (seven for Prince’s birthday). 
Previous celebrity judges include, Samantha Rei from Project Runway, Robin Robinson, Justin Suther- 
land and Andrea Jenkins—the first black trans woman in US history elected into office. 

This fashion show usually falls in October, but this year the show lands on June 7th. The competi- 
tive side of the event is on hiatus this year, as the moderators, Nomi and Shimmer, chose to celebrate 
Prince’s birthday with a showcase of past winners. The two themes include, what would Prince wear to 
your birthday party and what would Prince wear to the afterparty? 


Design Icon 

The other fashion show Shimmer and Nomi host is Design Icon. A July fashion show dedicated to 
representing human, or inanimate, icons in the performers’ lifetimes. The only requirement for the 
icon is that they affected or influenced the participants in a positive way, maybe a reason only known 
to the performer. 

Shimmer rattled off a few options for design icon: video games, candy bars, ramen noodles, any- 
thing that represents an iconic standpoint in the eyes of the performer. 

“That’s what we decided would work in this community as well because on the heels of the pandem- 
ic, on the heels of George Floyd, Minneapolis really needed a positive outlook. We needed some posi- 
tivity coming from this state, and we wanted to shed light on communities here that are doing positive 
things. We're not just negative here because there's been a light shed on us that’s negative," Nomi said. 

What better way to demonstrate positivity than to pay respect to icons through fashion? 


Sync Ur Lips 

'Thanks to Shimmer's fondness for the show Lip Sync Battle, the women launched an annual Sync 
Ur Lips battle last year. April 27, 2023, marks the second annual "Sync Ur Lips". Contestants pick a 
full-length song and base their style and costume around the music and who—or what— they wish 
to channel. Judges grade participants based on all of those proponents, awarding winners with a cash 
prize, trophy and bragging rights. 

Just like the fashion show, anyone interested in participating can submit. 8 


37 CAMPUS STORE 


A DIVISION OF NORTHWESTERN HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY 


Unique 


Shop local, and 
independent "xp 


The Campus Store has products that help you live your fullest life. 


While you're here find unique and fun gifts for everyone on your list. 


(9) nwhealth.edu/store 


NEXT LEVEL HOME 
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Free Estimates 
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www. InclineExteriors. com 


Incline Exteriors, 143 Oak Street Excelsior, MN 55331 
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“Doing Their Things” 


“RuPaul’s Drag Race” Superstars Trixie Mattel and 


Katya Take Their Act to the State Theatre 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


RuPaul’s debut single, 1993’s “Supermodel 
(You Better Work),” includes the lyrics, “Do 
your thing on the runway.” That’s pretty much 
been the theme of the icon’s entire career, do- 
ing her thing on the runway...as well as doing 
her thing in the recording studio, in front of 
the camera, and at the awards shows. 


No place more so has San Diego’s Own done her thing than on RuPaul’s 
Drag Race, the reality competition TV show where RuPaul asserts herself as 
instigator, judge, and jury of cross-dressing challenges big and small. When 
it debuted nearly a decade-and-a-half ago, the show struck a chord, liter- 
ally and figuratively, with mainstream audiences, providing many a cornfed 
viewer a first (and, soon after, a second and a third) look at the stage and the 
backstage of an alternative reality where garishness, gaudiness, and gran- 
deur were the coin of the realm. 
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It took some doin’, but RuPaul’s Drag Race eventually evolved, like a 
queen trying on a series of new wigs, into a franchise which produced spin- 
offs, companions, and international re-imaginings, launching dozens of gen- 
derbending show biz careers along the way. Two of those launchees were 
drag queens Trixie Mattel and Katya Zamolodchikova (aka Brian Firkus 
and Brian McCook, respectively). They first appeared together during the 
show’s seventh season...as competitors. 

The unlikely partnership between Trixie and Katya was forged when 
they co-hosted 2015’s Fashion Photo RuView, a raucous, rivalrous fashion 
web series (and one of the aforementioned Drag Race spin-offs). The spon- 
taneous, scintillating sparks produced by the co-hostess’s work let the world 
know that a virginal-but-definitely-not-in-that-way comedic binary star sys- 
tem had been formed. 

A personal dynamic developed: Trixie Mattel became known to fans as 
the comparatively, if cluelessly, more innocent of two, venturing into Internet 
intercourses abetted by her “gutter friend” (as described by Trixie herself). 
Complimenting Trixie’s guilelessness, Katya Zamolodchikova presented as 
a girl who had been there and done him. Where comedy pairings are con- 
cerned, Trixie and Katya are now Barbie and Skipper...if Barbie were rede- 


бицәәҹ sesues әлін JO Aseunoo OJOUd 


signed by Dolly Parton after a week-long Las Vegas bender and if Skipper 
operated as Barbie’s bedazzled, Jungian shadow. 

Reminiscent of their co-hosting debut, the new runway was (and is) the 
carefully-spelled UNHhhh, an unscripted YouTube series, also shown on 
WOW Presents+. Commenting on the name, Trixie laments, “I’m trapped 
in a hashtag I can’t even spell!” Within the non-confines of the show, the 
queens have recently cast their signature shade and illumination on topics 
ranging from men to bathrooms to hoarding to their own retirements...even 
their own deaths. 

But, y'know, in a hie-larious way. 

The duo's comic efforts are aided by a green screen that makes the au- 
dial visual and the hypothetical thetical as each personality often says the 
quiet part out loud...or, more accurately, blurts the quiet part out. The host- 
esses’ self-effacing, fan-effacing banter produces as much unguarded laugh- 
ter from each other as it does from the audience 

In 2022, with this effort, the pair earned their first YouTube Streamy 
Award for Unscripted Series...during a ceremony that they themselves were 
co-hostessing. This coincidence might have proved embarrassing if either 
co-hostess possesses a scintilla of shame. Taking a cue from RuPaul’s Drag 
Race, UNHhhh has spawned a spin-off series, the equally-irreverent reaction 
show 1 Like To Watch on Netflix’s YouTube channel. 

Trixie and Katya found themselves working yet another new runway 
where they once again did their thing: the New York Times Bestseller List. 
Trixie and Katya’s Guide to Modern Womanhood got them there. Two fol- 
low up books, The Trixie and Katya Cookbook and Working Girls: Trixie and 
Katya’s Guide to Professional Womanhood kept them there. 

That might have been a tempting place for the partnership to begin a 
hard-earned period of laurels-resting...but another runway beckoned Trixie 


and Katya, that of the theatrical stage. Trixie and Katya Live will sashay its 
fierce way into Lake City’s State Theatre on Wednesday, February 22, 2023. 
This “first seated theatrical event” is, like the comedy duo itself, defined as 
much by what it isn’t as by what itis. In other words, this won’t merely be an 
episode of UNHhhh or I Like To Watch recorded in front of a live audience. 

Within the ragged boundaries of a wild promotional video, Trixie and 
Katya promise, “It’s a show with me, you, dancing, acting, costumes, props, 
wigs, music, narrative plot structure, well-rehearsed line reads, on-stage 
love triangles, and off-stage platonic squares.” In other words, Trixie and 
Katya Live is a story—a beginning, a middle, and an end-told via live perfor- 
mance and filmed sketches which include some noteworthy-but-unspoiled- 
here cameos. And jokes, of course. Lots of jokes, most of them proudly, 
pointedly, brain-damagingly dumb. 

But, y'know, іп а hie-larious way. 

Its downright poetic, or perhaps downright lyrical, that this newest 
career runway so nearly resembles the one first trod upon by Trixie and 
Katya...and the best thing about such a runway, at least where comedy is 
concerned, is that one might slip off of it and fall into the third row. As the 
fabulous Ms. Zamolodchikova fabulously supposes: “This is a virtuosic feat 
we're endeavoring to accomplish. It could fail spectacularly...and you want 
to be there for that!" li 


Trixie & Katya 

www.trixieandkatya.com 
www.boxofficeticketsales.com/4957289/trixie-and-katya-tickets-wed- 
2-22-2023-state-theatre-mn 
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The 
Duluth Playhouse 


Creates Magic 
This бр! 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 
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There are few things quite as moving as theatre. Theatre—which takes 
the heartbeat of the artist and syncs it with the heartbeat of the audience— 
teaches, shares and allows us, as an either audience or performer, to truly 
beone with each other. Don't know where to go to get your dose of outstand- 
ing theatre? Look no further! The Duluth Playhouse in Duluth, MN, has 
so many wonderful shows to share with us this season. Phillip Fazio, the 
Producing Artistic Director of The Duluth Playhouse, shared his thoughts 
on this season, “Our current season is filled with a mix of new and beloved 
shows. We started this season with the Twin Ports premiere of Once and in 
July, we're very excited to be producing the Minnesota premiere of the Tony 
Award winning musical, Kinky Boots. This spring, we will bring to life two 
award-winning plays making their Twin Ports premieres, Мх Burns, a Post- 
Electric Play by Anne Washburn and A Doll's House, Part 2by Lucas Hnath." 

The Duluth Playhouse has been bringing theatre to Minnesotans since 
1914, making it one of the oldest arts organizations in the United States—but 
that doesn't mean that the playhouse is old-fashioned by any means. Fazio 
notes, "Participating in the arts can be a magnificently powerful experience, 
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but it must be welcoming, safe, and inclusive. Duluth Playhouse continues 
to work each day to make our spaces and productions more accessible to 
everyone in the community.” The Duluth Playhouse works hard so that all 
audiences can enjoy the magic of theatre: “In addition to our ASL interpreted 
performances and hearing assistant devices, we also offer sensory friendly 
performances for all of our Youth Theatre productions. This season, we also 
launched our new Limited Income Tickets, available to all qualifying patrons. 
In addition, we continue to offer scholarships to any students who wish to 
take classes with our education program, but are unable to due to cost bar- 
riers.” Inclusivity has always been something very important to the theatre, 
and to Phillip Fazio and The Duluth Playhouse especially. Fazio says, “As 
a Queer person who grew up in the Arizona suburbs, I often felt like I did 
not belong in the environments I inhabited. The one place where I could be 
myself, where I truly felt safe, was inside a theatre.” A theatre for all not only 
applies to the audiences, though. Fazio says, “All of our auditions are open 
to the public and no roles are ever precast. An actor who has worked with us 
has an equal chance of getting cast as someone who walks through the door 


for the very first time. All decisions are made based on what the production 
team sees at auditions and callbacks. Most of our productions also accept 
video submissions, so folks who are unable to attend auditions in person can 
still have the opportunity to be cast.” This kind of welcoming environment 
encourages new artists to try their hand at theatre, and hopefully fosters the 
best environment for artists from all walks of life. All of the information for 
auditions—from what to bring and wear to what to expect during a produc- 
tion—can be found detailed on their website under auditions. 

The Duluth Playhouse has three stages: The Main Stage, where the 
biggest and most name-recognizable shows happen, Underground, where 
“new works and recently premiered plays [are performed] in an intimate 
performance space,” and Youth Theatre, where opportunities are provid- 
ed for, “elementary, middle school, and high school age artists to further 
develop their skills in a fully produced show.” The next show is The Glass 
Menagerie by Tennessee Williams, running from February 3rd-12th, with 
an ASL interpreted performances February 10th at 7:30pm. Tickets for The 
Glass Menagerie are available for sale. It’s just like Phillip Fazio says, “Our 
eclectic mix of plays and musicals guarantees that there will be something 
for everyone in the season.” 

Theatre is the most magical, special experience. Seeing the pure joy and 
awe on the audiences’ faces makes the months of preparation worth it. Fazio 
says, “The shared communal experience is truly unique and has the power 
to make us laugh, cry, and open our minds to new ways of thinking about 
our world. I still vividly remember the first play I ever saw when I was six 
years old. The production transported me to another universe and set me on 
а career path to where I am today." 

Experience the magic for yourself: Check out the Duluth Playhouse this 
season! 8 


Duluth Playhouse 

211 E. Superior St. 
Duluth, MN 55802 

(218) 733-7555 
www.duluthplayhouse.org 
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Valentines Gift Guide 2023 
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PINEAP! 
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Sam Smith - Gloria 

The LGBTQ British artist’s new album was just 
released. It features the hit “Unholy” along with 
his new single “I’m Not Here to Make Friends,” 
on а 13 track album that features various artists 
supporting Smith. Is it a great gift for Valentine's 
Day? If you and your significant other love 
LGBTQ music, this is at the top of the list. Oh, 
and don't forget that Smith is coming to the Xcel 
Energy Center on August 16! Tickets also make a 
good Valentine's day gift! 

$12.99-24.98 


shop.samsmithworld.com 
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Mixly Cocktail Mixers 

Whether you’re making cocktails or mocktails for 
a crowd, date or yourself, the versatile flavors of 
Mixly will delight and refresh! This MN company 
uses the highest quality ingredients, including real 
fruit and freshly squeezed juices. 

$21.99 


Electric Fetus = 
2000 S. 4th Ave, Minneapolis 

(612) 870-9300 4 
electricfetus.com 


“| Forgot to Get You a Gift” Candle 
Sometimes it can be hard to find that perfect gift 
for your boo. Good thing everyone likes candles! 
This Cinnamon and Vanilla candle is the perfect 
gift if you're feeling stumped or if you want to set 
the mood. 

$16 for tins, $28 for glass candles 


Homebody, MN 
(612) 568-2562 
www.homebodymn.com 


Full Breakfast Sets 

Matching sets of plates, pour-over vessels and hand- 
built pink mugs with the studio logo stamped and 
numbered on the bottom. These fun sets feature 
some funky handles and a red heart pattern on a 
sheer light pink glaze. Each set comes with a certifi- 
cate of authenticity. А perfect gift for Valentine's day! 
Pour over vessels are compatible with both cone and 
basket paper filters. 

$80.00-S160.00 


Valentine Studio 
valentinestudio.art/product/valentine-breakfast-sets 


Starry Night Meteorite 
Necklace 

Genuine meteorite and sparkling lapis lazuli 
dazzle in this unique “starry night” pendant. 
A perfect gift for the one who is the center 
of your universe on not only Valentine’s Day, 
but every day of the year! 

$199.00 


Jewelry by Johan 

553 Hayward Ave N, Ste. 200, Oakdale, MN 
(651) 321-9267 

jewelrybyjohan.com 


Follow us on 


Lavender Magazine ®lavmag · Jul 10 
Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) ‚ч, 


1 


Lavender Magazine lavmnag · Jul 10 
More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 
ahead of the curve on this one. оу/./у/Р50Х (by @ShLueck) 


1 


Lavender Magazine layvmag · Jul 10 
ШЫН It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot” 


spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by @JoyEstelle) 


oH 


JEWELRY RE- ОП 


CREATE YOUR 
UNIQUE 
VALENTINE’S 
SURPRISE! 


Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 
including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 
online video consultation today to start 
designing your dream rings! 

651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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Queer-ish V-Day Gifts for the 
Queers You Love-ish: 2023 Ed-ish 


BY MIKEY ROX 


Spread the love (and lust) this Valentine’s Day with these festive, fun and sometimes frisky 
gifts to fill all your special someones’ (hey, we don’t judge) hearts with happiness and felt 
appreciation. 


Fondue Feasts 

You dip, she dips, they dip bite-size savories and sweets into 
BOSKA’s cheese and chocolate fondue sets equally suited for 
a sophisticated date night at home or as the centerpiece of a 
’70s-inspired Galentine's party. Better dust off the orgy lamp, 
Loretta. 533-544, USA.Boska.com 


Covered in Love 

Kisses and hugs and on-the-couch snugs are in- 
stantly cozier in Sunday Citizen’s XOXO throw or 
the Mamas Blanket x Calhoun & Co.’s pink-and- 
red girl-power blanket for wrapping up near-and- 
dear babes and broads. $170, SundayCitizen.co; 
$138, AustinMotelStore.com 


Love Script Pillows 

PillowScript’s royal-hued love script pillows - in green, red, 
blue or gray — imbue your personal space with optimism, 
openness and a velvety softness smoother than Cupid’s 
bare bottom. $50, PillowScript.com 
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Vesta x Chinola Chocolates 

Leave the Stover’s on the supermarket shelf and improve your 
chocolate-gifting game with limited-edition Chinola bonbon 
and ganache chocolates, the melt-in-your-mouth collab be- 
tween Chinola Passion Fruit Liqueur and Vesta Chocolate, co- 
founded by Chef Roger Rodriguez, handcrafted with from-the- 
source Dominican cacao. $25-$48, VestaChocolate.com 


Playboy Pleasure 

One could assume that a synonymous-with-sex brand like 
Playboy would already have a leg (or two) up on the adult-toy 
industry, but its recently launched, first-foray Playboy Plea- 
sure line couldn’t be rushed: The inaugural collection includes 
vibrators with heating, tapping and thrusting functions; a spin- 
ning butt plug; multi-motor cock rings; toys with flickering 
tongues; solo strokers, and a first-of-its-kind flapper shaft for 
the G-spot. 526-5200, LoversStores.com 


Lace Charms 

Customize your kicks with splashes of shimmer and sparkle 
when you outfit their laces with attention-catching beads and 
baubles - like the Lace Charms’ Digital Pink Bundle, featuring 
gold stars and rosy bling-bling — fit for sneakerhead kings and 
kweens. 530-575, LaceCharms.com 


Verve Culture Juicer 

You'll get your lips kissed when you twirl a Sunkist on the stylish 
Verve Culture artisan citrus juicer (available in gold, rose gold, and 
black), your new go-to hand-operated appliance that gilds the lily 
of an already decadent holiday brunch in bed. 598-5150, VerveCul- 
ture.com 
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Blue Zones American Kitchen: 100 Recipes to Live to 100 
ОО © There’s living longer, there's living healthier; they're better combined. Dan Buettner has identified 
and studied various areas world-wide-the Blue Zones-whose citizens demonstrably enjoy longer, more 
active lives: Okinawa, Japan; Sardinia, Italy; Ikaria, Greece; Nicoya, Costa Rica. Seeking specifically 
American Blue Zones, Buettner and photographer David McLain toured the country to discover five: 
"Indigenous, Native and Early American," "African American," "Latin American," "Asian American," 
and “Regional and Contemporary American," interviewing cooks and chefs, with full-page, mouthwa- 
tering illustrations. Not surprisingly, fresh vegetables, fruits, grains and lentils predominate, but in a 
beckoning, enticing manner. In these 100 recipes, from Gullah Geechee okra stew to Roasted Okinawa 
Sweet Potato with Coconut Ginger Cream, the ordinary becomes unique; the bland, savory; each nour- 
ishing to the body and mind. 


BY E.B BOATNER 


Blüe Zones 
American Kitchen 


100 RECIPES TO LIVE TO 100 


3 А Kids Book About Racism 

ә HIE M An exciting new series designed to give kids and their caretakers a means to read together and dis- 
cuss complicated topics. This volume-and some 70 others- is aimed for the 6-up range, their “А Little 
Book About" series for even younger children. A child is never too young to fear, worry, question; over- 
burdening won't help, but nor will ignoring divorce, death, or anxiety. Existing volumes currently target 
anger, grief, depression, incarceration, money, emotion, imagination, love. Here, Jelani Memory, a mixed- 
race dad, speaks to his son about race and racism; what it is, how shown, in both big ways and small, how 
to think about others who look different than you. Texts, layouts, are designed to encourage discussion, 
not overwhelm. Visit “akidsbookabout.com” for more complete information. 


White Smoke 
Yonatan Green, bisexual, intellectual, delights in provoking his right-wing father-who happens to 
be this futuristic novel's Prime Minister of Israel-in part because the father puts the country before his 


a 
kids 
book 


about son and his family. Yonatan changes his tune as his father negotiates the creation of Isratine, a demo- 
cratic union of Israel and Palestine, offering a ray of hope for peace and unity. Yonatan meets High-Tech 
racism entrepreneur Meir and the two decide to marry, while Amal, a young Palestinian girl disfigured by an 
"honor" acid attack, is brought within the couple's protective circle. But the Israeli-Palestinian peace is 
by Jelani Memory short-lived and difficult to mend as many besides Itamar have found. The Prime Minister must rethink 


his path; Yonatan, too, must make wrenching decisions. Is there time? 8 


TMS 


Атуу то Automotive 


ШЕКЕТМОЛВУО ИК 
AVERAGE UTOIREPAIRISHORÀ 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities based full 
time Account Executive to our sales team. We are looking for 
an outgoing,organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation skills. 


Candidates should enjoy working directly with clients who JOIN OUR 

are interested in growing their business through Lavender ? TEAM 100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 
advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 

Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, attention to detail, the ability 
to work as part of a team, effective communication, self direction, enjoys working with new people and has a natural 


drive to grow. 


= Real College Radio = 


Please send your cover letter and resume to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen. rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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Our Favorite Plug-In 
Hybrid Is Back! 


BY RANDY STERN 


To plug in or not to plug in... 

That’s the question that a Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV owner might 
have asked themselves over the past few years. After all, the last-gen- 
eration Outlander PHEV probably have introduced you to the world of 
plug-in hybrids. 

In 2017, Lavender Magazine was among the first publications in the 
U.S.A. to review the Outlander PHEV. After its arrival into dealerships, 
it became the best-selling plug-in hybrid in the Upper Midwest - and the 
world. 

With the new generation Outlander helping Mitsubishi gain sales 
momentum over the past year, it was time to add the plug-in hybrid ver- 
sion to the lineup. 

This time, Mitsubishi did it right. 

The company addressed some of the issues they had with the pre- 
vious generation model. They went back and addressed electric-only 
range, gasoline engine and overall performance concerns. However, 
they retained some of the good features the outgoing model offered, 
such as the choice of Level 2 and DC Fast Charging, while retaining 
onboard power to run small electric items. 

For this new Outlander PHEV, Mitsubishi did not do anything else 
different to distinguish the plug-in version as they did with the last gen- 
eration model. In fact, you cannot tell the PHEV from the regular Out- 
lander apart. The exterior and interior is the exact same. Only the PHEV 
badges differentiate one from another. 


Е "s^ 


JLS Wari 


You will not find any of those badges inside the Outlander PHEV’s 
cabin. Instead, you will find an award-winning interior with elevated sur- 
faces, good ergonomics, and comfort. In fact, this is the same interior as 
the non-hybrid Outlander models — almost. 

The only difference is in the readouts on the 12.3-inch digital instru- 
ment cluster. There is a range monitor, specific PHEV pages in the infor- 


Continue on page 34 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


Foster Adopt Minnesota 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 М. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 

www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 
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NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire а 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland РІ. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota’s own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

the Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 

Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 5., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

infoGvisitstcloud.com 
wwWNw.visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES REAL ESTATE 
7 NERA EPUM Мау МАЕ 
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(HAGENS 2222. 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's 
Gun Shop & Range 
We've ו‎ Vins Vea ner 


Training - Safety - Fun 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB К ош 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE | 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


R 

ISA Certified Arbori Staff 

Tree Removal е Trei sous * Chipping * ERUIT inding 
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Call 612-436-4698 
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LAVENDER 2023 
PRIDE EDITION 


Deadline: 
Published: | 


Avai 
Lavender is distributed at more than 430 sites, including around all major Pride events. 


| 4 


To reserve ad space, call 


612-456-4660 
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info@lavendermagazine.com 
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LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 31 


OUR HOMES | OUR RIDES 


mation screen, and a battery meter. Other than that, it feels and operates 
exactly like an Outlander with high quality and is quite simply ergonomi- 
cally superb. 

The biggest addition to the new Outlander РНЕУ is the third row. In 
the previous model, the extra set of seats were omitted due to battery 
placement. Mitsubishi has changed the battery position to retain the 
third row from the non-hybrid model. However, the third row is tucked 
away underneath the cargo floor to be deployed. 

Otherwise, our “light gray” (ahem...white...maybe “oyster”) leather 
upholstery offered solid comfort in the front and second-row seats. Com- 
fortable and supportive are the key words I used. In all, the continuity 
between the regular and PHEV Outlanders are absolutely superb. 


The Outlander PHEV operates differently than any other plug-in 
hybrid in the market. The electric motors are constantly in play here, 
regardless of drive mode you select. You do have a 2.4-liter four-cylinder 
gasoline engine up front, while you have two electric motors on each 
axle. The rear motor is always оп, as it helps drive the electronic all- 
wheel drive system. 

The result is a total combined power rating of 248 horsepower, along 
with an estimated electric only range of 38 miles. In total, the Outlander 
PHEV can reach a 420-mile range. Both electric motors draw from a 
20-kilowatt-hour battery that is rechargeable through either a Level 2 or 
CHAdeMO 50-kilowatt DC Fast Charge port. 

Mitsubishi states that it can charge somewhere between 25 and 38 
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minutes to 80% state of charge using the latter port. We actually saw that 
timing to be correct when we charged it up at a DC Fast Charging sta- 
tion. You can find the latter at select charging stations across our region 
- namely at Electrify America, EVGo, select ChargePoint locations, and 
a few others off the beaten path. 

With both the battery and the fuel tank are full, you can now settle 
into Outlander PHEV and enjoy the ride. And, enjoy you will. It rides 
very nicely with an absorbent suspension system managing rougher 
spots on the road. The driver is also relaxed, as well. Just set up the 
Adaptive Cruise Control and take a long journey with nominal road and 
wind noise ruining your driving experience. This is exactly what you 
should expect in an Outlander PHEV. 

The steering system offers a tight turning radius. It also has a great 
on-center feel keeping within the lane. The Lane Keep Assist system 
helps to stick within the lane with brake-based intervention if you end up 
drifting towards the next lane over. This feature is part of the MI-PILOT 
Assist suite designed to keep you, your Outlander PHEV, and everyone 
else safe. 

In terms of braking, the Outlander PHEV's stopping power is very 
good - especially on winter surfaces. Pedal feel and response are solid 
overall. 

The best safety feature of them all are the bright LED headlamp 
units. One thing that frustrates new vehicle consumers is how they 
can see at night. Some headlights just don't do the job. The Outlander 
PHEV's headlamps emit a brighter light for a longer distance — better 
than its direct competitors. 

The 2023 Outlander PHEV is available in three trim levels, three up- 
grade packages, and a 40th Anniversary special edition model. Pricing 
starts from $39,845 for the ES model. Our SEL Touring tester came with 
a sticker price of $51,525. 

While Mitsubishi was the first mainstream SUV to offer a plug-in hy- 
brid model, they have since been joined by plenty of competition. Ford, 
Hyundai, Kia and Toyota also offer plug-in versions of their similarly 
sized models. Mitsubishi is the only one among these rivals that offer a 
third row of seats. 

While we think that plug-in hybrids are unnecessary evils in our ever- 
growing electrified vehicle landscape, the Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV 
is here to prove us all wrong again. Even more so with an improved 
driveline, a commitment to DC Fast Charging as an option to replenish 
the drive battery, and a driving experience that will satisfy everyone's 
soul. In all, you get the best of both worlds with a hybrid drive system 
that returns what it promises. 

То answer the original question at the top of this article, "yes for 
both." | 
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<7 FIRST 
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March 2 * April 6 * May 4 * June 1 • July 6 * August 3 
September 7% October 5 е November 2 * December 7 


EPIC SPARKLING DRAMA IMPRESSIONISTIC INTENSE INTROSPECTIVE 


MOSER PLAYS SHOSTAKOVICH AFKHAM CONDUCTS LA MER 
CELLO CONCERTO NO. 1 FRI APR 14 8PM 


THU MAR 16 11АМ SAT APR15 8PM 


FRI MAR 17 8PM A kaleidoscope of swirling sound is created in 
Debussy's classic portrait of the sea, led by conductor 
David Afkham. Wagner's Wesendonck Lieder is a set of 
five musical love letters, sung by soprano Emily Magee. 
Also on the program: Lili Boulanger's introspective and 
melancholic Of a Sad Evening and Outi Tarkiainen's 
Ring of Fire and Love. 


Michael Francis leads а performance of Beethoven's 
Grosse Fuge in an arrangement that expands 

the original string quartet to a full string section. 
Johannes Moser returns to play Shostakovich's 

First Cello Concerto, and the Orchestra sparkles in 
Montgomery's Strum and Mozart's Jupiter Symphony. 


All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. PHOTOS Moser: Sarah Wijzenbeek; Afkham: Gisela Schenker. 


